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Friday 22 November  Term 4 Week 6

YEAR 12 STUDENTS CELEBRATE IN STYLE!
On Wednesday 13 November our Year 12 students 
celebrated the end of their school years in style at 
Q1 in Surfers Paradise.  Turn to page 6 for photos.

HELP US SAVE OUR KOALAS

Last term we did a towel drive for the koalas.  We 
have since had further bushfires.  See page 21 for 
ways to further support Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary.  
Year 9 & 10 can claim this as a volunteering activity. 
Ms Cowan - Rel.HT PDHPE

YEAR 10 PORTFOLIOS

On Monday 18 November to Wednesday 20 
November Year 10 students participated in their 
Portfolio Interviews.  Turn to page 5 for further details 
and photos.
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SENIOR EXECUTIVE REPORT
The school year is quickly coming to an end. The holidays and festive season are just around the corner 
and school activities are ramping up right to the end.  Recognition and reward are important aspects of the 
learning and teaching cycle. This is the time of year when we are able to recognise the achievements of our 
students and reward the efforts of those students who have been working diligently throughout the year.  
The time of year, when as a school we challenge students on broader issues, such as resilience, leadership 
and the transition to work.  Here some of the knowledge, skills and attitudes learned during the year can be 
practised in real world situations. 

In these remaining weeks of school, our students are taking up opportunities in job trialling, work experience, 
peer support leadership and teamwork activities such as the Year 9 camp to Stradbroke Island. Students 
have been giving back to our community both individually and through activities such as the work of our 
Green Team - Cleaning up the Creek.  Our SRC, led by Ms Mainey have been promoting school spirit 
through a range of activities and supporting causes such as Movember.  In the final few days of school, 
at our Annual Presentation Day, Year Assemblies and the Achievement Excursion we will be recognising 
and rewarding the efforts of students to improve themselves this year, not just academically, but as young 
people; our young people.  Young people we are very proud of.  As a school, it is our hope that the students 
involved in these positive activities have fun participating, as there is more to a "good education" than the 
"3R's";  and learning should be fun.

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank our P&C Committee for their work in and for our school over the past 
year. From their monetary support for projects through uniform sales and support in lobbying government 
for better classroom conditions to the interest shown in learning about the work of staff and students across 
the school; asking questions and promoting parental perspectives.  This small team have worked with staff 
to promote the school and support student learning.  Their final event for this year is the P&C Dinner at 
6pm (NSW) on November 28 at Rama 5 Thai.  Why not call the office and register your interest as a way of 
showing your thanks for the work they have put in this year for all of us including your children. 

In between all this at times frenetic activity, the school is also planning for 2020.  Staff are evaluating the 
programs and strategies employed in 2019; preparing to deliver new syllabuses and support programs to 
meet the identified learning needs of our students.  On Tuesday, December 3rd, we will welcome our next 
cohort of students for Year 7, 2020.  A full day of activities and information sharing for Year 6 is being planned 
to support our new cohort in their transition to high school.  

2020 will be an exciting year for Tweed River High School.  The NSW Department of Education and School 
Infrastructure NSW remains committed to changing Tweed River High School students’ lives, providing them 
with the educational infrastructure needed to inspire growth, build capability and transferrable, practical 
skills that last a lifetime. 

The project is currently in the planning phase and project management and design consultants have now 
been engaged. Future focused learning workshops are being held with the Tweed River High School teaching 
staff, students and community members. 

The work being planned for Tweed River High School will upgrade core facilities to address enrolment 
growth, providing practical learning spaces aligned with the best emerging practises in teaching and 
learning.  Updates relating to the design, scope of works and construction timeline will be communicated to 
the community shortly.

We thank you for your patience while we plan this important upgrade for the Tweed community. For any 
enquiries relating to the project, please visit www.schoolinfrastructure.nsw.gov.au

Mr Breen Mackney - Deputy Principal
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P&C:  No more meetings this year.

P&C Association Christmas Dinner
Thursday 28 November
(See flyer on page 19)

UNIFORM SHOP
Open Every Tuesday & Thursday 
8.00am—11am 
(Located Next to the Canteen) 
Coordinator - Lisa King

TRHS CANTEEN
Check out the daily menu on the 
canteen window for some great meal 
deals. Eftpos available. Open for

Breakfast   Recess   Lunch

UPCOMING EVENTS
Mon 25 Nov TAFE YES Program all week

Tues 26 Nov YR 9 Peer Support Training
2.30pm Homework Centre 

Weds 27 Nov YR 9 Peer Support Training
Deadly Choices workshops

Thurs 28 Nov QLD University Campus Tours
6pm (NSW) P&C Christmas Dinner (See flyer page 19 )

Fri 29 Nov QLD University Campus Tours
Pathway to Booning - YR 8 Fingal Excursion

Mon 2 Dec YR 9 Stradbroke Excursion 

Tues 3 Dec
YR 9 Stradbroke Excursion
Orientation Day Year 6 into 7 2020
2.30pm Homework Centre

Weds 4 Dec YR 9 Stradbroke Excursion
Deadly Choices workshops

Thur 5 Dec Yr 9 Stradbroke Excursion

Fri 6 Dec SRC Induction Ceremony 
Tweed Hospital Music Performance

Find out more about stymie

PRINCIPAL'S QUALITY
WORK AWARDS

2019 

YEAR 10
PORTFOLIOS

Felicity MACLEOD; Laura WATSON
Reiley MOLONEY; 

Abigail WESTMORLAND;
Joaquinya HANSEN-BAILEY;

Connor BETTS

YEAR 10
CAPA - Mrs Alsop
Brendan TUNKS

YEAR 7
CAPA - Mrs Alsop

Jack BATCHELOR; Georgia BARR

https://www.stymie.com.au/
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STUDENTS ATTEND TAFE YES PROGRAM 
The TAFE Yes Program is solely funded by the 
Kingscliff TAFE Campus and helps provide students 
who are lost in the careers maze to identify potential 
pathways. 

TRHS students Clair & Jayden enrolled into the 
Aviation Yes Program taster learning to fly drones.  
Bronx,  Adam and Jake also pictured here enrolled 
into the Automotive Program.

BOYS MENTORING GROUP TRY OUT JIU JITZU 

The Boys' Mentoring Group enjoying some Jiu Jitsu training as part of their Resilence and Respect 
program, which runs from Tuesday to Friday after lunch.
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YEAR 10 PORTFOLIO INTERVIEWS

On Monday 18 November through to Wednesday 
20 November, students in Year 10 presented their 
Portfolios during an interview process. Students 
were able to talk about their strengths and present 
a body of work to community members, staff and 
fellow students.  Overall, the students did a fantastic 
job and it was wonderful to welcome back some 
retired TRHS staff and alumni students as panel 
members.  A huge thankyou to Mrs Heather Fricke 
who was behind the organisation of the day.
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YEAR 12 FORMAL

Here are just some of the photos taken at the Year 12 Formal on Wednesday 13 November.  Visit our Website 
for further photos; www.tweedriver-h.schools.nsw.edu.au

http://www.tweedriver-h.schools.nsw.edu.au
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BRONCOS PLAYER  DARIUS BOYD VISITS TRHS
Darius Boyd has been a leader for the Brisbane 
Broncos on the field for many years but his work off 
the field is what really defines him as a true leader.

Darius took it upon himself to create this workshop 
to pass on his wisdom about mental illness and 
provide coping strategies on how best to overcome 
adversity. The workshop is an extremely personal 
insight into Darius’ past, his struggles throughout 
his career and how he overcame these by asking 
for help. It teaches students and adults that is ok to 
ask for help and looking after your mental health is 
just as important as your physical health.

On Wednesday 20th November, Darius attended 
Tweed River High School and presented his 
workshop to the girls within the Beyond The 
Broncos program as well as the Boys Mentoring 
Group.   Luke Jefferies and Amber Pilley also 
talked about their life experiences and how they 
too overcame challenges.  Ms Jeanette Craigie
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MOVEMBER 
BLUE DAY
On Wednesday 20th November, 
Staff and Students banded 
together by wearing the colour 
blue to support 'Movember'.  
SRC students raised money by 
collecting gold coin donations 
and sold cupcakes at recess.

 
 
 

 
 
 

ANNUAL PRESENTATION 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 12th December 2019 
at 8.30am (DST) for 8.40am start 

in the Sport and Entertainment Centre (SEC) 
 
 

 
 

Thank you for joining us at 
this important school celebration 

 
 

Principal:  Ms Leisa Conroy 
Deputy Principals:  Mr Breen Mackney & Ms Kim Taylor 
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ENGLISH NEWS

 
One of the great things about the English Faculty, indeed about Tweed River High School, is our 
commitment to providing enrichment opportunities to our students. This week, our teachers have 
been working with students to develop their Portfolios. This would not be possible without an 
enormous amount of time and commitment made by our fabulous staff. We would like to thank Mr 
Noah Aubort – a pre-service teacher from Griffith University – for working with our faculty in Term 
4. He supported many of our Year 10 students with developing their portfolios.  

 

Mr N. Aubort (Pre-service teacher from Griffith University) working with 10EN5 to complete their portfolios.  

This time of year is always a busy one. Year 11 are now studying how human experiences are 
represented in literature. Year 10 are completing their portfolios. Year 9 are studying the world of 
William Shakespeare. Year 8 are learning how texts can be adapted to suit new audiences, and 
year 7 are closely examining issues represented in a range of quality texts. We look forward to 
seeing the quality work being produced by all our students.  

 

Thank you,  

Mr L. Buchanan 
HT English (Relieving) 
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LIBRARY NEWS
Over the past few weeks it has been an extra busy time in the Library with various reading classes coming 
and going, senior students coming in to study for their HSC exams, students working on their portfolios and 
resources being borrowed and returned  - as a reminder please don't forget to return any overdue resources 
this week.

On Monday 18 November through to Wednesday 20 November, the Year 10 Portfolio Interviews were held 
in the Library which supported Year 10 students in their transition to senior study and work pathways.  Thank 
you to Heather Fricke for her coordination.  It was so lovely to see some retired staff and former students 
coming back to be on the panel.

SOME NEW ITEMS IN THE LIBRARY
Remember that you can borrow up to four library books for the school holidays!

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Closed until 8.30am from 8am from 8am from 8am from 8am

Recess Recess Recess Recess CLOSED Recess
Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
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2019 
PREMIER'S READING CHALLENGE SPONSORS

Dr John Hampson BV BIOL/BVSc
Shop 1,2/2-14 Henry Lawson Drive

TERRANORA  NSW  2486
07) 5590 4448

SOUTH TWEED HEADS SOUTH TWEED HEADS

TWEED CITY

TWEED CITY
COOLANGATTA

Tweed College of Martial Arts
11/23 Enterprise Avenue

Tweed Heads South
07) 5513 1429

TWEED CITY
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SPORT REPORT
OPEN BOY'S & GIRL'S BEACH VOLLEYBALL
On Friday 8th of November Tweed River High School Open Boy’s and Girl’s Beach Volleyball Teams participated in 
the Far North Coast Beach Volleyball Knockout.
The Girl’s had a very close game in Round 1 against Byron Bay High School, but were eventually defeated 2 sets to 1.
The Boy’s team came up against a strong Ballina Coast High School team and were soundly defeated 2 sets to nil.
It was a great day with lots of fun and laughs had by all. Each of the students who attended the excursion are to be 
commended on their behaviour and efforts throughout the day.
Thank you to Mrs Aungles and Mr Lennox who supervised and assisted on the day.

T5 PREMIER'S SPORTING CHALLENGE
On Friday 22nd of November selected students from Year 8 and 9 will be participating in the T5 Premier’s Sporting 
Challenge Leading with Action Day at Arkinstall Park. The day aims to develop leadership skills amongst keen sports 
people to promote lifelong physical activity within the community.

Darcy Harris recently competed in the Final Round of the NSW State Championships U17 XCO and Short Track 
Mountain Biking. He finished 2nd overall in the Championship for 2019. This is a huge achievement considering Darcy 
is still only 16.

Kira Bourke also represented the Australian Women’s Lawn Bowls Team this week in their victory over New Zealand 
at Broadbeach. Well done!!!

Up Coming Events
Semester 2 Sports Assembly Wednesday 11th December, 8:30am. Tweed River High School SEC.

Mr T Fugar
Sport Organiser

Beach Volleyball, Coolangatta Beach - Friday 8 November
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Dear Parents of Year 10 Students 

Year 10 students have the opportunity to participate in a week of work experience in Term 4. 

Work experience is a fantastic opportunity for students to try out a job they are considering aiming for in the 
future, to get a better appreciation of working life, to network locally for part time and casual positions and to 
build employment skill sets. We highly recommend your students involvement in this program. 

The following points should be noted: 

  Students are required to seek out their own placement. Approaching employers, providing a resume and 
following up leads is all reflective of a real job search and is an important learning task for students who 
are often engaging in this process for the first time. The careers adviser and work experience coordinator 
are there to provide support and assistance at all times. 

 We encourage students to “think big”. Options are wide and varied and not restricted to our local area. 
 The preferred dates for work experience are noted below. 
 Students work a normal working week for their place of employment. The placement is considered part of 

their schooling and any absences from work need to be communicated to the school & employer. 
  All students will be provided with documentation to plan in for this experience.  
 All documentation should be fully completed and handed in to your careers adviser or work experience 

coordinator at least two weeks prior to the placement. 
 Students on discipline lists are not eligible for work experience. 
 Placements involving work on job sites will require a White Card. 
 All general information has been given to students so they can start organising work experience. Please 

contact Tweed River High School if you would like any additional information. 
 Work experience can be challenging, fun and a huge learning experience for students. Every year we enjoy 

hearing about these rewarding experiences. 
 
 
 

 

Troy Williams  - Careers Advisor 
Heather Fricke - Work Experience Coordinator  

Phone the Careers Advisor: 07 5524 3007 
VISIT OUR CAREERS WEBSITE: www. https:// 

tweedriverhighcareers.com 

WORK	EXPERIENCE	
YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE GUIDE 2019 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
Week 8 Term 4 

Monday 2nd Dec ‐ Friday 6th Dec 
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NSW DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND COMMUNITIES LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT WWW.DEC.NSW.GOV.AU  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Compulsory School Attendance 
 

Information for parents 
 
 
 

Education for your child is important and regular attendance at school is essential for your child to 
achieve their educational best and increase their career and life options. NSW public schools 
work in partnership with parents to encourage and support regular attendance of children and 
young people. When your child attends school every day, learning becomes easier and your child 
will build and maintain friendships with other children. 

 
 

What are my legal responsibilities? 
 

Education in New South Wales is 
compulsory for all children between 
the ages of six years and below the 
minimum school leaving age. The 
Education Act 1990 requires that 
parents ensure their children of 
compulsory school age are enrolled 
at, and regularly attend school, or, are 
registered with the Board of Studies, 
Teaching and Educational Standards 
for homeschooling. 

 
Once enrolled, children are required 
to attend school each day it is open 
for students. 

 
The importance of arriving on time 

 
Arriving at school and class on time: 

 
• Ensures that students do not miss 

out on important learning  
activities scheduled early in the 
day 

• Helps students learn the 
importance of punctuality and 
routine 

• Give students time to greet their 
friends before class 

• Reduces classroom disruption 
 

Lateness is recorded as a partial 
absence and must be explained by 
parents. 

What if my child has to be away 
from school? 

 
On occasion, your child may need to 
be absent from school. Justified 
reasons for student absences may 
include: 

 
• being sick, or having an 

infectious disease 
• having an unavoidable medical 

appointment 
• being required to attend a 

recognised religious holiday 
• exceptional or urgent family 

circumstance (e.g. attending a 
funeral) 

 
Following an absence from school 
you must ensure that within 7 days 
you provide your child’s school with a 
verbal or written explanation for the 
absence. However, if the school has 
not received an explanation from you 
within 2 days, the school may contact 
you to discuss the absence. 

 
Principals may decline to accept an 
explanation that you have provided if 
they do not believe the absence is in 
the best interest of your child. In 
these circumstances your child’s 
absence would be recorded as 
unjustified. When this happens the 
principal will discuss their decision 
with you and the reasons why. 

Principals may request medical 
certificates or other documentation 
when frequent or long term absences 
are explained as being due to illness. 
Principals may also seek parental 
permission to speak with medical 
specialists to obtain information to 
collaboratively develop a health care 
plan to support your child. If the 
request is denied, the principal can 
record the absences as unjustified. 

 
Travel 

 
Families are encouraged to travel 
during school holidays. If travel during 
school term is necessary, discuss this 
with your child’s school principal. An 
Application for Extended Leave may 
need to be completed. Absences 
relating to travel will be marked as 
leave on the roll and therefore 
contribute to your child’s total 
absences for the year. 

 
In some circumstances students may 
be eligible to enrol in distance 
education for travel periods over 50 
school days. This should be 
discussed with your child’s school 
principal. 
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Alcohol and Young People 
 
Trends relating to young people and alcohol are improving.  Specifically, there has been an increase in the 
age at which young people first try alcohol, from an average of 14.8 years in 1995 to 16.1 years in 20161.  
Also, fewer people aged 12–17 are drinking alcohol and the proportion abstaining from alcohol increased 
significantly between 2013 and 2016 (from 72% to 82%). 
 
However, whilst more young people aged between 12 to 17 years of age are abstaining from alcohol than 
in previous years, in 2016 almost four and a half million people in Australia aged 14 or older (22%) reported 
being a victim of an alcohol related incident.2 
 
Current research suggests the brain is not fully developed until about 25 years of age. Binge drinking 
alcohol before this age can result in permanent brain damage3, affecting memory, learning, decision 
making and problem solving. For more information on the effect of alcohol on the developing brain, 
http://darta.net.au/factsheets/ 
 
Recognising the serious impact of alcohol on young people, NSW Office of Liquor and Gaming have 
changed the laws regarding supply of alcohol to young people.  Under Section 117 of the New South 
Wales Liquor Act 2007 it is illegal to supply alcohol to people aged under 18 years in a private home unless 
it is supplied by: 
 
 the child’s parent or guardian, or 
 an adult who has the approval of the child’s parent or guardian. 
 
A person convicted of secondary supply in NSW can be fined up to $11 000 for each underage drinker 
involved. 
 
Mental health 
Drinking at a young age increases the risk of mental health problems. For more information or support 
contact Beyond Blue www.beyondblue.org.au 1300 22 4636 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

                                                      
1 https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/alcohol/alcohol-tobacco-other-drugs-australia/contents/priority-populations/young-people 
2 https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/illicit-use-of-drugs/ndshs-2016-key-findings/contents/alcohol-use 
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Talking to Young People about Alcohol and Drugs  
 
It is best for education about alcohol and drugs to begin before young people are exposed to personal 
decisions about their use.  Young people who have accurate information, coping and decision making skills 
and understand the issues, will be in a good position to make responsible decisions about alcohol and drugs. 
 
Parents are a powerful role model when it comes to drinking and attitudes to alcohol and other drugs. Take 
time to talk. Sitting down with the young person in your care and mapping out a plan of action and what to 
say if they are offered drugs or alcohol can help equip them for the almost inevitable real event.  Listen to 
what the young person in your family says about alcohol and drugs and follow up with a discussion.  Take 
the opportunities when they come up during everyday activities, for example: 
 
 When you pour a glass of alcohol 
 When alcohol or other drugs are mentioned on TV or other media 
 When using or giving out medicines 
 When your young person has an assignment on alcohol, smoking, medicines or other drugs. 
 
It is important to understand that in some situations young people may take risks.  Sitting down afterwards 
and helping them identify where things started to go wrong enables them to consider what they could do 
differently the next time they are faced with a similar situation. 

Australian Alcohol Guideline for Children and young people under 18  
 
Not drinking alcohol is the safest option. 
 
For children under 15 
Parents and carers are advised that children under 15 years of age are at the greatest risk of harm from 
drinking and that for this age group, not drinking is especially important. 
 
For Young people aged 15-18 years 
The safest option is to delay the initiation of drinking for as long as possible. 
Australian Alcohol Guidelines to reduce health risks from drinking alcohol. National Health and Medical 
Research Council, 2009 can be found at https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/health-advice/alcohol 
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COMMUNITY NEWS

 

Tweed River High School 

P&C Association 

Christmas Dinner 
 

Rama 5 Thai Restaurant 
3 / 88 Musgrave Street 

Kirra QLD 4225 
  

Set Banquet  
$29 per person 

BYO or Licensed (corkage applies) 
 

Thursday 28th Nov 2019 
6.00pm NSW/5.00pm QLD 

 

PLEASE RSVP by MONDAY 25th Nov 
Rebecca in School Office or  

                            Helen on 0438 245 170     
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COMMUNITY NEWS
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

ndis.gov.au 

PARENT INFORMATION SESSION                                   
The NDIS & Post School Pathways                               

Date:  Thursday 28th November 2019  

Time: 1:00pm – 3:00pm    
Location: Southern Cross Public School  

Chickiba Dr, East Ballina NSW 2478 
 

The Department of Education together with the e National Disability Insurance Agency 

(NDIA), would like to invite you to attend an Information Session for parents about the NDIS 

and the range of supports available including supports which assist young people to 

transition to post school life and employment   
 

The Information Session will cover: 

 Understanding the NDIS  

 Seeking access to the NDIS 

 The participant pathway 

 Post school pathways and employment supports  

 Preparing for your planning appointment  

 Let’s Talk About Work booklet 

 Meet Providers in your local area 

 Q& 
 

Please contact Rowan Coombes on (02) 6656 6644 OR email 
rowan.coombes@det.nsw.edu.au  to confirm your attendance 
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Senior vet Michael Pyne said the hospital has been inundated with 
injured animals and birds with staff handling up to 30 a day on 
average due to the fact that many animals produce offspring at this 
time of year.  If you are able to donate any sheets or towels, please 
drop them off at the school or directly to the Sancturary at 27 Millers 
Drive, Currumbin.  Thank you.

Currumbin Sanctuary wildlife 
hospital in desperate need of 
towels and sheets as patient 
number soar.

VOLUNTEER AT VINNIES! 
  
GAIN WORK EXPERIENCE 
  
BOOST YOUR RESUME 
  
GIVE BACK TO YOUR COMMUNITY 
  
Your local Vinnies shop is currently recruiting new volunteers (16+) for the summer 
with full training provided. 
  
Volunteers can help with customer service, operating the cash register and sorting 
donations.   
  
For more information please drop into the shop, call/text 0428 977 454 or email 
Andrew.Green@vinnies.org.au  
  
  
  
Andrew Green | Volunteer Engagement & Training Manager  | St Vincent de Paul Society NSW |  
Lismore Central Council | m 0428 977 454 | Andrew.Green@vinnies.org.au | www.vinnies.org.au 
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Thank you to Luke Jefferies for his 
participation and involvement with the 
Family Centre.  Luke represented TRHS on a 
panel at the Family Centre’s AGM where he 
confidently shared and reflected on his 
experience and involvement as a Peer 
Facilitator. Luke, with his peers worked 
directly with Year 8 students as part of the 
‘Take a Stand’ Program implemented last 
August.   

The REALSkills programs, delivered by the 
Family Centre, assists in creating positive 
relationships, increased safety, wellbeing 
and personal effectiveness.  TRHS share 
many and varied resources with a focus on 
developing solutions to social problems. 

Thank you to the Family Centre personnel for 
their active interaction, encouragement and 
opportunities extended to TRHS students 

Bronwyn Mackney 

HT Welfare 

 

Making Change Achievable 
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Visit your local public library.
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APPRECIATION TO OUR SPONSORS

South Tweed Heads

Thank you to our generous sponsors who donated prizes towards our fundraising raffle held at the Performance & 
Exhibition Evening (ED-VU) during Education Week.  Sponsorship is very much needed to support us in recognising 
student achievement, promoting self-esteem, celebrating achievement of student goals and implementing Welfare 
Programs.


